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ARAB YOUTH AND THE DEMOGRAPHIC 
DIVIDEND THEY WILL BRING 



• Arab region has 
experienced 
profound 
intergenerational 
changes 

• Political revolution did 
not happen with Arab 
Spring, but social and 
cultural changes in 
Arab youth are here 
to stay 

Source: MauriceinCario.Blogspot.co



A New Demographic 

Arab Youth favour: 

Entrepreneurialism 

Political Freedom 

Cosmopolitanism 

Bmlleadershipinstitute.com 



Economic Dignity (Bread) 
 Arab Youth are highly educated 

 77% of Emirati Women 

 Post-Secondary Education 
 398 universities (178 in early 2000s) 

 King Abdullah Education City 
 $4 Billion Cost 

 18,000 Students 

 7,500 Faculty  

 Globalized Consumers 
 

 
 

 



Entrepreneurialism on Rise 



Political Freedom 
 Youth challenging gov’ts 
 Not pol parties, CSOs 
 Satellite TV, Social Media, 

Online News, Blogs, 
Videos 

 Highest % of youtube 
upload 

 Blogs, 50% women,  
 92% want democracy 

Tumblr.com 



Identity 
 New age Muslims 
 Hybrid of western and Islamic 

identity 
 64% of Saudi youth want to 

marry for love 
 Global 

citizenship/cosmopolitian 
values 

 300K Arab students in Western 
univ. every year 
 Saudi, multiculturalism, enviro 

 
 
 



Today’s Arab Youth are a new generation 
of dynamic and optimistic global citizens. 

 
Arab Spring is just the beginning. 
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